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JOURNAL. 


[x compliance with a friendly request from the So- 
iety of Universalists in Watertown, (county of Jeffer- 
' : N. Y.) to attend the Dedication of their Mecting- 
1, Wednesday the 10th of November ult. I 
took the Albany stage on Monday the first. 


yuse, on 
Among 
the passengers Was an intelligent young lady belonging 
to the South Parish of Brookfield, Mass. In the course 

of conversation, I asked the name of the clergyman of 
her parish, and was informed that his name is Stone.— 
Madam, is your minister a Calvinist? Yes. He is 
Yes, he isa very goodman. What 
a pity it is that he has to believe and preach a doc- 
trive, 
pray 


which indicated intense thoug 


good man I trust. 


his heart induces him to 
‘The young lady put on a look 


which the goodness of 


may not be true! 


ht, and cast her eyes to-} 
| doubt 
‘ister is a good mar, and I 


wards me as if she wa:‘ed for an explanation. 
not, madam, that your m 
am certain, if he is, he must desire and heartily pray 
that the doctrine which he preaches may be false ; for | 
Father 
vy, alarge poition of man- | 
This re 


her countenance trom the appe arance of per- 


that our heavenly 


he believes and preach 


predestinated from all eternit 
ind 


to relie ye 


toa state of endless misery. mark seemed | 


nlexity, and she manifested her satisfaction by saying, 
that she could see no pre} iu believing that the 
Creator should make some of his creatures for bappi- 
ness and others for misery. 

The next day a lady belonging to Albany entered 
war stage at Ware, Mass. b: ution which pas- 


< 


sed she discerned my views of religion to be more hb- 


ertl than those in which her pious parents had educat- 
ed lrer, and she immediately manifested no small de-.; 
sire fo be acquainted with a doctrine which includes 


all mankind in the divine favor. She asked many 


questions and seemed to be surprised at replies which 
differe nt 


were so entirely from what she anticipated. 


Finding that those passages of scripture, which are 
used to enforce the sentiment of a future | 
state of retribution could, with greater propriety, be ap- 


plicd 


commonly 


to the condition of men in the present state, and | 
unable to quote any passage which necessarily | 
proved what she endeavored to support, she made an 
effort to bring me to consider a difficulty which she! 
supposed could not be surmounted. She asked me| 
what would be done with the wicked. Madam, you 
find no difficulty on any other ground ; if the wicked 
can be provided for, you have no concern for the rest 
of mankind. She was too intelligent and discerning 
not to perceive the meaning of the reply, and evident- 
ly recollected the words of the Saviour, which inform- 
ed the pharisces of old that he came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance. Before the con- 
Vversation ended, she expressed a hope that all men 
would finsily be saved, and that she did not feel 
confident in thé opposite sentiment; but was aware | 


that she was much embarrassed by opinions received 
in her youth. 


At Northampton, learning that the inhabitants were 
in the town house, on a question respecting their pas- 
tor’s exchavging with liberal ministers, [ employed a 
few minutes in hearing a very sensible seeech deliver- 
ed by judge Hinkley. The speaker rehearsed some ; 
conversations which he had with the minister on the 
subject ofexchanges, before he was settled, in which 
the judge seems to have been led to believe that his 
Minister was disposed to exchange with the unitarian 


being 


' 








clergy. 


' divine 


‘she had not seen for six years, who i 


‘lady, | found to be quite orthodox 
| 


‘aff without mercy. 


' started in her eyes, 


Tn the course of his plea in favor of the liber- 
ality for which he was an advocate, jhe endeavored to 


oe a 


where | met with a hearty welcome from Br. Pit« 


Morse and lady, and from many dear and cordial 


enforce his arguments by reading some very pertivent) friends, both male and female composing the society of 
extracts from the writings of goverpor Jay. president | Universalists in that town. , 

of the American Bible Society, in) hich that distin- | 
guished character has fully exprassed his opinion in| ficiently dry, we were obliged to meet in the Court- 


favor of a liberality among christians, which corres- | house on Sabbath morning. 


As the paint of the new Meeting-house was not suf- 


It was thought that this 


ponds, iv improvement, with the improvements which, house would hold about seven hundred people, but 


have been m: 


de and are making ix arts and sciences. there were many more than could crowd into the room, 


o£: 3 ent 
He concluded his speech by suggesting the probability | although the day was stormy and the travelling ex- 


of a separation, or division in the 


necessity of keeping the stage, I was obliged to leave 
town before any decision was taken on the subject | 
of the meeting. 
was felt by two parties in the town. 

The day after a widow belonging’to Pittsfield, Mass. 
entered the stage in that town tojgo to Denmark in 
the state of New-York, to visit her young son, whom 
now about fitteen. 
h of Utica. This 
a her views and 
rning mine, At 
put up, 








Denmark is about sixty miles no 
quite disposed to question me con 


the inn in Albany, where the stag we had 


some very serious conversa‘ion on the subject of the} 


ignorance and unbelief of nen. Hr queries respect 
ing this subject were directed in th® usual way, and 
quence of unbe- 
sposed to be cast 


were designed to prove that in co 
Saviour, the sinner is 
Having notic: 
atKio: tofind her child, ana perceiving that 
her affections were tender towards her fatherless son, 
I thought proper to try to open her eyes by the means 
of appealing to her maternal affections. Madam, do 
you think that your son will know you? She with 
manifest emotion replyed; * it is so long since he saw 
me, that I donot think he will.”’ And should you find 
that he has so forgotton you as not to recognize your 


lief in the 


ts desire 


‘person and countenance, do you think he would be in 


danger, on that account, of loosing your favor? Tears 
and the weight of the question was 
She replied in the softest accents 
in the negative. Well, madam, should you find that 
your son has forrotten your countenance, and should 
you inform him of the fact of which you sbould find 
him ignorant, and yet he should not believe, should 
you then fee! no kindness for your son? She fully ap- 
preciated the question and still answered in the nega- 
Il then called her attention to that remarkable 


sensibly manifest. 


tive. 


| passage in the 49th of Isaiah, in which the divine lov- 


ing kindness is recommended to exceed the com- 
passions of the mother to her tender offspring. She 
signified her satisfaction, and gave me to understand 
that the argument had reached its object. I wished 
her good night, and retired to geta little repose, as we 

were to take the stage for Utica at eleven o'clock that 


night. 
The next evening we arrived in Utica, which place 


we left at twelve o’clock that night. Asa sample of 
the disagreeable travelling in this region at this sea- 
son I will here mention, that, with all possible dili- 
gence, the stage was five hours going from Utica to 
Trenton, a distance of only thirteen miles. Two gen- 
tlemen and one lady belonging to Sacket’s harbor, and 
a lady belonging to Watertown were our fellow suffer- 
ers this dark night on this tiresome road. Late the 
following evening we arrived at Denmark, and tho 
next day (Saturday) about one o’clock at Watertown, 


d in this lady an} 


own, in regard to; tremely difficult. 
worship, if illiberal measures were porsisted in, | the circumstances, liberally granted their convenient 


Wey ; : . 
a. Which he was not prepared to desire. Peing under the | | Meeting-house in 


The Methodists being informed of 
the afternoon, which was much 
crowded above and helow. 

On Monday morning I preached in the new Meeting- 


It was evident that much interest | house, after which the pews were sold, as 1 was hap: 
py to be informed, to good advaytage. 


On Tuesday |} 
went to Brownville and delivered a discourse in the 
Presbyterian Meeting-house in the afternoon, to quite 
arespectable audience, the Presbyterian minister, Rey. 
Mr. Wells being present ; who treated me with a chris- 
tian civility, making no observations which indicated 


| dissatisfaction, though I shunned not to declare my 


| 
! 
' 
} 





sentiments in as clear a manner as! wasable. This 
town is four miles from Watertown, containing a hand- 
some village, where reside many who profnss the doc- 
trine of impartial goodness. Wednesday was the day 
of Dedication. These services were attended by a 
numerous assembly, more people being collected than 
could get into the house. Brs. Piit Morse, Warren, 
Skinner of Brownville, Br. Hickox now im that region 
acsisted in the services. ‘Lhe singing on this and oth- 
er occasions, in this house, was sach as very much 
commended both the exertions of Mr. Short from Nan- 
tucket, who had been preparing the choir for the occa- 
sion, and the voices of those who were engaged in this 
delightful service. At evening I delivered a lecture 
to many hearers. 

On Thursday Br. Pitt Morse was publicly installed 
as pastor of the lirst Universalist Church and Society 
inthattown. A numerous assembly manifested a deep 
interest in these solemnities. We were much disap- 
pointed in not having the assistance of Br. Parsons, 
Br. Stephen R. Smith, and Br. George B. Lisher, bat 
various, unavoidable obstacles prevented their atten- 
dance. On the evening of this day I preached at Sack- 

t’s harbor on lake Ontario, in the Presbyterian Meet- 
ing-hourse, which was obtained for that purpose with 
no small exertion, some of the pious people of the 
place being strenuously opposed. The lecture was 
well attended. The next day, Friday, I visited the 
town of Henderson on the lake, and preached to the 
oldest Society of Universalists in that region. The 
next morning preached in Lewisburg toa large assem- 
bly, and returned that evening to Watertown in com- 
pany with Br. Morse, who had kindly accompanied 
me. On the Sabbath following I attended two meet- 
ings in the new house, which was much crowded with 
an attentive and devout audience, though the day was 
unpleasant and the travelling uncomfortable in the ex- 
treme. These services closed my labors in Water- 
town and that country. 

The village of Watertown, as well as other villages 
in the vicinity, presents a literal fulfilment of the pro- 
phetic testimony concerning the wilderness, the solita- 
ry places and the desert, which have been made to 
rejoice and to blossom like the rose. Where Jess than 
thirty years ago the forests were the range of the wolf 
and the panther, prowling on the margins of the black 
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river, now stands a beautiful and popilous village 
where there is a Court-house, a Presbyterian, a Meth- 
odist, and a Universalist Meeting-house. These public 
buildings are all of stone. The Meeting-houses are a- 
bout the same size, containing between 60 and 70 
pews on the floor. The new house has galleries all 
round and will accommodate a large assembly. In 
this place | was rejoiced to find that the improvement 
of mind in matters of religion, was not less than that 
which has succeeded the efforts of industry and enter- 
prise, which have resulted in a population between 
four and five thousand; and, besides the public build- 
ings already mentioned, many beautiful dwelling 
houses, some of stone and some of wood evince the 
taste of the inhabitants; also extensive woollen and 
cotton factories, which employ about 300 people. The 
people seem to be inquiring for more rational ideas of 
the divine Being than those which tradition has taught, 
which limit the divine goodness, and present the mind 
with the awful attributes of an unfeeling tyrant in 
room of those of a merciful and kind parent. The 
conversation of both male and female, in those circles 
to which I had the honor to be invited, was such as 
opens a pleasing prospect of a growth in grace and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

On Monday I took my leave of my friends in Water- 
town, who manifested, on the occasion, an affection 
and concern for me, which has made an impression on 
my mind which will, without doubt, endure the re- 
mainder of my pilgrimage on earth. Notwithstand- 
ing my fervent solicitude to return to my family and 
friends at home, I deeply regretted that it was not con- 
sistent for me to comply with a great number of re- 
quests to preach in different towns in that region, and 
a number of places on the road asI returned. But 
knowing that I should be expected in Boston the com- 
ing Sabbath, I sat my face accordingly, praying God to 
protect me from danger, and prosper my return. 

An intelligent gentleman from Sacket’s harbor took 
ihe stage with me at Watertown for Utica. As soon 
as he became certain who]! was, he expressed a re- 
gret that he had not had an opportunity of hearing me 
as he anticipated ; and informed me that he had been 
absent. He soon proposed some queries respecting 
doctrine, and among others, asked me the question, 
whether I believed that God created man and other 
beings for his own glory or for the purpose of their en- 
joyment. I told him that it appeared to me to be most 
consistent to believe that the design of the Creator was 
the good of his creatures, aside from which I could not 
conceive that He could have any possible interest in 
view. The stranger expressed his cordial approbation 
of my sentiment. He then endeavored to elicit my 
views on the subject of free-ageucy. I requested him 
to inform me what he meant by free-agency. After 
considerable conversation the gentleman found that 
the agency for which he was disposed to contend, was 
a power to act without a motive. I then told him that 
however it might disagree with what might seem pro- 
per to him, I should take the liberty to ask him what 





in all nature could induce a person to act without a- 


motive. He perfectly understood the subject, and 
said, that he very well knew the strong argument 
which is predicated on the doctrine of cause and effect ; 
but as that doctrine was contrary to our common sense 
and what we feel to be true, he should maintain the 
doctrine of free-agency, notwithstanding it was not 
susceptible of proof. In its favor, however, he urged 
that it was the native opinion of man, as is evident 
from the fact that the untought savages enter- 
tained no other sentiment. I told him that ifthe 
authority on which he rested his opinion should be 
allowed, we might assert that all that astronomers have 
said concerning the diurnal and annual revolutions of 
our earth is erroneous, that the earth is stationary, aud 
that the sun goes round it every twenty-four hours ; 
this being the natural opinion of untaught savages, and 
what common sense teaches them. As my friend 


| without proof, is important. 


renew the conversation, no more was said on the 
subject. 

Through the divine favor the residue of my journey 
home was attended with tolerable convenience. In 
Northampton I learned that the illiberal party proved 
the most numerous and was disposed to shut out liber- 
al preaching from their pulpit; in consequence of 
which I was told, that a liberal subscription had been 
obtained to build a Meeting-house whioh should be a 
house of prayer for all people. 

At Northampton a gentleman belonging to Belcher- 
town took the stage to return to his home. He was 
quite religious, and orthodox in his opinions. Learn- 


ing from some remarks which I dropped that my views 


differed from his, he asked me if 1 did not think that 
religious revivals were the work of God. I replied 
that I thought that many sincere, honest people might 
be engaged in them, but that it was my opinion that 
blind enthusiasm and fanaticism, had no small share 
in carrying them on. He then asked me, if that were 
the case why they were not in ali places alike, or why 
they were confined to particular places. I replied, 
that he might answer the harder question first ; viz. 
Ifthey were of God, why they should be confined to 
certain places and not be universal? Further observ- 
ing, that whatever else, besides religion, the Creator 
was concerned in seemed to be equal and impartial. 
This question he could not solve. 

On the evening of this day, Saturday, between 9 
and 10 o’clock I reached home ; found my family and 
friends in comfortable health, and my own much better 
than when I left the city. For all these mercies | de- 
sire to express my sincere gratitude to the giver of 
every good and perfect gilt. H. B. 


are 
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The writer of this has not the least intention of tak 
ing part in the controversy betwen Mr. Sabine and Mr. 
Balfour. But it seems to rest on him asa kiud of duty 
to say, that from what he has heard, he is fully con- 
vinced that Mr. S.’s labors as yet have not touched the 
main subject of Balfour’s Inquiry. Mr. B.’s object, if 
the writer understands him, is to shew that neither 
Sheol, Hades, Tartarus nor Gehenna signifies a place 
of punishment in the future state; or, which is the 
same thing, that neither of those passages of scripture 
in which the word Hell occurs, has reference to such 
a place of punishment. Now Mr. S. may argue for- 
ever in favor of future punishment, and yet not touch 
the subject of Balfour’s Inquiry. Why does he not 
take up those passages of scripture in which the word 
Hell occurs, and shew us, ifhe can, that they, or any, 
or either of them refer to a place of punishment in the 
future world ? 

The writer of this is very sorry to see that Mr. S. 
misapprehends the views of the Universalists. They 
never contended that the death threatened to Adam 
was the death of the body. To prove that it was not, 
they have argued just as Mr. Sabine did on the 
last Sabbath evening. He misapprehendsthem. (See 
Mr. Ballou’s writings published twenty years ago.) 
They believe it was a spiritual death; that Adam suf- 
fered it, in the dayhe sinned. But this is no proof of 
the doctrine of future punishment. Mr. S. asserted 
that this death was a loss of God’s favor, and that it 
extended to another world. But he did not attempt 
to prove this. Now this point which was passed over 
Here he and the Univer- 
salists are at issue. 

Mr. 8. does not seem to realize that men may be 


Lpunished in this world for their sins: He seems to think 


that if men are not to be punished in the future state, 








they cannot be at all; that there can be no such thing 


made no reply to this remark, and did not afterwards: 


‘can see. “Upon the whole it is believe 


NE. 








as retributive justice. Is this correct? “Where ws, 
Paul punished?) Where was David punished ? Was 
not retributive justice exercised upon them? ‘ 
The writer of this has no motive but to draw Mr. ¢ 

to the subject in dispute. He wishes him to take u 

the body of Balfour’s work ; to search for the senate 
of the sacred writers in their use of the words Sheo!. 
| Hades, Tartarus and Gehenna, 2 





A Hraren, 


et 2 
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THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE RIGHTEOUS 
| Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them all.”—Psalms 


Xxxir. 19. 


It seems scarcely necessary to be mentioned that 
‘the old notion concerning the two classes of people 
| spoken of tn the scriptures is very unjust 


- Experience 
has proved, and brought the most of people to acknow- 
ledge, that there is not a class of people iu the world ez- 


i clusively righteous, nor a class exclusively wicked. It 
is not reasonable to suppose the sacred writers meant 
_any such thing when they spake of the righteous and 
‘the wicked. A man may be good, sufficiently good to 
entitle him to the appellation—-a@ righteous man, and 


yet may have been guilty of many sins. Soamanmaybe 
sufficiently wicked to deserve the appellation—a wiek- 
ed man, and notwithstanding have done many good 


things. The wise man says, ** there is not a just man 


' 


‘| here 
yut none that did good 


8 


upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth not.” 
Were many just men on earth ; | 
‘and sinned not. 


I may also say by way of introduction, that the 
characters of men should be judged of according to 
|; What they do. Not what they say, nor what they be- 
lieve. A man profe ssing and believing Christianity 
jmay bea bad man. [is disposition may be too obsti- 
But a man 
{cannot be bad who does well. It has been a practice 
'to judge of people’s characters by their professions, 
their attachment to some ehurch, their attendance 
upon public worship. Now all these may be, and un- 
doubtediy are very good things; but who does not 
know that very bad men sometimes do them appar- 
ently as well. or better than others. What people were 
ever more noted for their professions of godliness, their 
ardent attachment to religion, and their rigid obser- 
vance of the ceremonies of the law, than the Phari- 
sees? ‘and after all, what people were ever more des- 
titute of the spirit of true religion, or more insincere 
than they? There remarks shew that a man’s faith 
and professions are not the sure evidences of his char- 
acter; and they serve to corroborate the testimony of 
John, ‘* He that dueth righteousness is righteous.” 
The passage of scripture which stands at the head 
of these remarks has been supposed to teach, that 
those of the human race who are righteous, suffer much 
more in this life than those who are wicked. But it 
appears to me that this is a forced interpretation of the 
passage, and not only so, but a contradiction to many 
unambiguous passages of scripture, and to the experi- 
ence of mankind. David, when speaking of the julg- 
ments of God, says, ** by them is thy servant warned, 
and in keeping of them there is great reward.” He 
also says, ‘* great peace have they who love thy law; 
and nothing shall offend them.” ‘* © how I love thy 
law! it is my meditation all the day.” The exper 
ence of mankind shews us that righteousness does not 
bring us into trouble. It is the wicked who are like 
the troubled sea, and the way of the transgressor that 
ishard. Did any body ever see any reason why God 
should have made the way of the righteous hard? It 
certainly could have been no encouragement to people 


to walk in it. or done good in any other way that ye 
d that infinite 


{nate tor the rood tendency of his doctrine. 



































wisdom has made things as they ought to be. The 
spirit of God testifies, that tribulation and anguish are 
upon every soul of man ¢hat doeth evil, and this should 
be a warning to us. 

That the righteous have afflictions no one can doubt 
who observes mankind, and believes the Bibie; but 
then their afflictions are of an entirely different char- 
acter from those of the wicked. And as we know 
what the afflictions of the wicked are, we know 


what those of the righteous are not. The afflictions of | teous are peculiar to them; and although they are in 


the wicked are loss of reputation, loss of health in con- 
sequence of sin, the upbraidings of conscience, fear of 
punishment, and tne actual infliction of it in all its va- 
but the afflictions of the righteous are not like 

1 apprehend it is here that people have made 
they have not distinguished the afllic- 


riety 5 
these. 
the mistake : 
tions peculiar to wicked men, from those peculiar to 
vood men. 

> ; = . 

The miseries and sufferings of mankind are a cause 
of sreat affliction to good men. These are produced 
in varions ways: by want, by wickedness and decep- 
tion. What good man is there whose bosom is not fil- 
ied with sorrow, when he reflects upon the many 
thousands in the world who are destitute not only of 


the comforts, but even of the necessaries of life ? Chil- | 


drev hungry and naked, begging for the bread which 
their parents cannot give them; coming forth in the 
world without proper instruction. What 
man can look upon them withont a sympathetic emo- 


righteous 


tion? All those institutions which exist among us for 
the relief of the distressed, and which are supported 
felicity into it. 


is occupied with the steps by which this object was ! 


Vie as fort f prayer which he ha; ae ee ies + are 
_he accompli hed, as the form of pra} follows: ** Thou, therefore, which teachest another, | 3arabbas and destroy Jesus.-Unfortunate man! What 


teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man * 


And who will dispute that good people are afflicted 


when they behold the wickedness prevalent in the 


world? Who can ‘escribe the anguish of that kind fa- 
ther’s heart whose son has become recreant to the. 
principles of wisdom and righteousness? Or who can 
tell the afflictions of that virtuous child, whose parent 
upright and steady course? All those institetions 
whose oieci is to reform mankind, are so many evi- 


dences that 
source of great affliction to the righteous. 

ce of great affliction to them to know 
that their fellow men are deceived, and particularly 
#0, to know that they are deceived with respect to re- 
ligious, the most important o° all truth. For how 
much anguish has deception, in this respect produced. 


So it is a sour 


Those who should have been consoled, have been tor- , 


mented by their views of God anda future world. 
Little children have been made afraid of him, so that 
they would not think of him without horror, What 
benevolent man can reflect on this without being af- 
flicted ? 

Righteous people may be afflicted by the anticipa- 
tion of ills and miseries which in reality do not exist. 
They themselves may entertain erroneous views which 
may be the source of affliction tothem. It is in this 
light we view the afflictions of those who mourn that 
thousands, as they think, are daily descending to an 
eternal hell. This they tell us is one of their greatest 
afflictions ; and it is an evidence of their benevolence 
that they mourn at such a thing, which would, if 
true, be the greatest of all calamities. 

The text, however, may set this matter at rest. 
Notwithstanding the afflictions of the righteous are 
many, yet the Lord will deliver him out of them all. 
And! see no way in which this can be done but by 
removing the cause of them. So then all the wants, 
and sins, and miseries of men, must have an end. But 
“uppose, as has been fearfully anticipated, that some 
men, and indeed the most of them, should be made 
endlessly miserable, and the same benevolent princi- 
Ples of our nature exist in the next as in this state of 
being, will the righteous man be delivered out of all 
his afflictions? Will they not rather be increased be- 
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‘The whole or nis prayer (John xvii. 


2 a a eee 


yond any comparative relation? It will not be satis- 
factory to say that such things will give us joy in the 
future state, for this is arguing contrary to analogy. 
and is assuming that which cannot be admitted with- 
out the strongest proof. 

I trust that the brief explanation I have given of this 
text is agrecable to reason and experience ; and yet | 
have not said that the righteous suffer much more than 
, the wicked in this world. The afflictions of the righ- 





| reality afflictions, and sometimes very great ones, yet 
what good man hada ot rather sympathize with his fel- 
'low men in their distresses, than to stand unmoved, 
unaffected at the sight? O what extatic joy will run 
through the universe, when we all shall have realized 
ithat our present afflictions which are but for a moment 
have wrought out for us a far more exceeding and an 
eternal weight of glory. RicHARDs. 
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“ MINISTERIAL EXCHANGES.” 
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exertions! it would very materially vary the charac- 
ter of this writer’s Christ and that of his ministers, it 
any punishment short of endless would satisfy their dis- 
position ; but the thought of punishment coming to an 
end is little better than no punishment at all. and 
those who strive to the utmost of their power to please 
the orthodox by threatenings as awful as possible, 
without asserting, in so many words, that punishment 
will be endless, though they do not state to the con- 
trary, are allowed, by this writer, to be no better in 
reality than Universalists. Nothing, therefore, as be- 
fore stated, is acceptable to this Christ but the doc- 
trine of unconditional, endless punishment, and noth- 
ing can bring men into the fellowship of the ministers, 
sincere ministers, of this Ciirist, but this same doctrine 
of endless punishment. 

After taking this view of the spirit and character of 





this writer’s Christ, and the spirit and disposition of 
his ministers, it may be well to inquire what this wri- 
ter is contending for. What is his object? Auswer 
to show that these ministers are under no obligation to 
exchange with any who do not subscribe to their darl- 
ing doctrine of endless punishment, and that all at- 
tempts to induce them to be thus liberal is making use 
of wicked means and ungodly men to persecute these 





Noticing in the last Magazine a piece from the Bos- 
ton Recorder, entitled ‘* Ministerial Exchanges,” it ap- | 
peared to nie that some remarks on that effort of ortho- 
doxy, might possibly contribute a mite to the promo- 
tion of that christian liberality which is too much want- 
ing in the churches. 

‘The first thing to which the reader is invited to at-: 
tend in a special manner, is a fauit of the writer which 
‘brings him into the class interrogated by St. Paul as | 


i 
‘ 


should not steal, dost thou steal ? ‘hou that sayest a| 
mai should not commit adultery, dost thou commit as | 
duitery? ‘Thou that abhorest idols, dost thou commit | 


sacrilege? ‘Ihou that makest thy boast of the law, 


‘through breasing the law dishonorest thou God? For. 
~ e - ! ‘ ‘ is ~ : . am 3 ; 
the decline of life. has apostatized from bis former. the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 


through you.” The writer in his first start makes his 


lattack on violent philippics ; but immediately rallies | 
i . | 
the wickedness of their brethren is a/ all his energies to collect and heap on his brethren of | 


| 


other denomiuations a mass of obloquy which denies 
prees the christiar communion an: name, and connects 
lthem with the most ungodly. In this spirit the writer 
drives on, like Jehu, calling on all around him to see 
his zeal for the Lord. 

| ‘The next particular wnich we shall here notice is 
‘the genuine character of Christ and his ministers, as 
set forth by this writer. ‘The Christ which this writer 


save all men himself, nor will he allow those whom he 
will not save, the privilege of saving themselves. Tie 
Universalists, who believe just what the scriptures as- 
cert, “that God sent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world through him might 
be saved; and that he (Christ) gave himselfa ranso:n 
for all to be testified in due time,” this writer condemns 
as entirely unworthy the christian name. And the 
Unitarians, who believe that although Christ has veith- 
er the will nor the authority to save all men, yet allow 
that he is willing that they should save themselves by 
theirown endeavors, he contends are no betterthan Uni- 
versalists. So that by thus learning what this writer’s 
Christ will not do, we may judge, with no scant assurance, 
what he will do ; forifhe have nota disposition to save all 


sion ig both clear and orthodox ; eternal, uncondition- 
al condemnation is the only doctrine that is acceptable 
to this Christ! As to the characters of the ministers 





of this Christ, “* it is enough for the disciple that he be 
as his master, and the servant as his Lord.’ The 
ministers then of this Christ must sternly set their sol- 
emn faces against the salvation of all men in any pos- 
sible way ; either by the free grace and efficient good- 


;only true ministers of Christ! 


places at the head of the ministry is one that will not. 


men, nor permit them to save themselves, the conclu- | 


But let us ask, since 
the world stood was ever such a thing known by the 
name of persecution? ‘This defender of orthodox illib- 
erality pretends that an attempt to convince the popu- 
lace of the propriety of that christian charity and liber- 
ality which would lead ministers, professing christian 
ity, of different denominations to exchange desks with 
each other, and to commune together, is even like the 
chief priests and elders’ persuading the people to ask 


1 mistake! Were the high priests and elders endeav 
oring to persuade the people to allow Christ and his 
disciples the use of their synagogues? What event 
since creation is more unlike the conduct of the high 
priests and elders, than the endeavors which are made 
to reason people into the propriety of christian charity 
and liberality? Unfortunate defender of orthodoxy ! 
** Barabbas was a murderer,” if he was saved, Jesus 
must be destroyed. Johu Calvin, who stands at the 
head of Orthodoxy, was accessary to tie murder of 


' 


! spirit of the bigh priests 


« 


Servetus; aud now in the rea 
and elders, John Calvin is received to favor, and the 
,merciful Jesus is set at nought! 

| Our readers are catitioned agaiust a bitter spirit, and 
| against exercising unfriendly feelings towards our be- 
| wildered brother or towards those whose cause he is 
a utterly unable to defen! ; for should we err thus in 
‘spirit we should be overcome of evil, in room of over 


coming evil with good. It gives us pain even to men 
tion the well authenticated fact of the cruelty of Johu 
Calvin, and we would not wish that it should now be 
considered in any light which shonld serve to limit oar 


charity for our brethren wlio blindly advocate the doc- 
trine of that persecutor. 

Our writer's misfortune in falling on the case of De- 
metrius and his fellow craftsmen is litle less disaster- 
ous than his unlucky adventure with Barabbas and the 
/high priest. Whose craft is supposed to be in danger 
in consequence of ministerial exchanges? heir’s who 
| desire the exchanges, or their’s who consider every 
thing that tney hold dear as lost, if exchanges are 

made and christian charity and liberality exercised ?— 
When liberal ministers and liberal christians endeavor 
; to open the eyes of the orthodox to discern that the true 
interest of religion may be better promoted by charity 
than by illiberality, by friendly exchanges, than by 
rigidly excluding each other fron fellowship and 
communion, is it because they think that their craft is 
in danger? or is it not more reasonable to believe, that 
those who are so entirely destitute of charity as to re- 
fuse those exchanges, withhold this communion, and 
denounce all who differ from them in opinion as un- 
worthy of the name of christians, are in fact jealous, 














ness of God, manifested in His fon, or by their own 





fearing that their hearers may be led into more liberal 





i 
| 
| 
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sentiments, than would be likely to turn to the proiit 
of orthodoxy and her ministers? 

If we could all entertain the opinion of orthodox 
ministers which this writer would maintain, and be- 
lieve them “ the legates of the skies, heaven’s ambas- 
sadors,” all controversy about exchanges would sub- 


M4 ! 
cide at once, and their mandates would be our only | 
taw. Butthe times are past in which such devotion | 


9 ‘ 
vas paid toa ministry that could produce no better 
credentials than the wicked persecutions which they 
carried on to the destruction of the lives of their fel- 
iow men, and the dark intrigues which tocy practised 
bo destroy both men and women for witchcraft. We 
1 no disposition to withhold respect where it is due 
¢5 merit. nor are wo disposed to disallow the orthodox 


ian 
lerey all which their practical virtues deserve, but we 
. Se > 
feel no obligation to ackuowledge a young fop from a 
t 


1 


heoloegical chool. to be ** the legate oi the skies, heav- 


“ 
en’s ambassador,”’ merely because Le can disfigure his 


face and threaten women and children with hell and 
damnation. No, such appear to us the legates of 
Carkness, the messengers of wrath. 

‘This writer seems to be in a great strife with people 
who are unfortunate enonzh to be so much more liber- 
al than their ministers as to desire them to exchange 
with those preachers who are known to be liberal.— 
tle charges such of the high crime of being Universal- 


ists, and thinks they have no right to even ask the fa-| 


yor of hearing any thing delivered from the pulpit 
which to them appears at all like truth, though they 


are willing to pay the orthedox minister a decent sal- , 


ary for preaching what they do not believe. Now ii 
this writer or the clergy whose defence he haz espous- 


ed have any modesty, or in other words, if ‘these le- 


xates of the skies, heaven's ambassadors,” have any 
cor science. we beseech them to look at the case as it 
is. Here then is a settled, orthodox minister, who 

‘ aont & ey are c “hin . eh —- 
preaches John C alvia’s five points, which are sharper 


to his hearers than the points of thorns. They shud- | 
der to hear their heavenly Father represented to be, 


more partial and more cruel than the most ungodly + y- 
rant whose cruelty has disgraced the page of history, 
They dread to have their children imbibe such dis- 
honorable sentiments; and when they go home from 


tion in their hearts and sadness on their countenances. 


i 
} 
} : sey = ‘as | 
ihe exercises of the sanctuary, they go with indigna- | 


pay money to support Calvinistic preaching, as it is to 
require Calvinists to pay money to support Unitarian 
and Universalist preaching. 

There is one instance in which our writer has 





brought our Unitarian brethren in fault, in which case 


| we shall find it difficult to defend them. He notices | 
that Unitarians contend earnestly for the liberality of 


}exchanging desks with the orthodox, and yet will not 
| exchange with their brethren, the Universalists , and 
|he thinks that in order for them to maintain consisten- 
;cy, they should be willing to exchange with Univer- 
| salists as well as with Calvinists. We should be wil- 

ling here to offer an apejogy for our brethren, the Uni- 
| tarians, which should be more consistent with the spirit 
| of christianity, than the cause which this wriler as- 
|} signs for this condact; but itis our duty to be candid; 
land if we are, we must allow that the cause which he 
| assigns is doubtless the true one. He thinks that Uni- 


versalism is too unpopular to suit the Unitarians, and 


exchange desks with preachers of that denomination. 
} We very well know that Unitarians are frank to ac- 
| knowledge that they think more favorably of Univer- 
| salism than they do of Calvinism ; and yet while they 
plead for liberality in persuading the Calvinists to ex- 
change with them, they will not exchange with Uni- 





versalisis, though the people who pay their salaries 
desire if. » Although this has the appearance of hypoc- 


irisy, it is very possible that our Unitarian brethren do 
inot discover it. The honorable titles and distin«tions 
which are connected with orthodoxy, are viewed by 
our inconsistent brethren. as are sweet meats in clos- 
ets by filthy vermin which expose their lives to ob- 
tain them. 
their } 
faces are set another way, and they are sharp sighted 
only in that policy which prefers the praise of man to 


the approbation of God. Vinally. in room ef attenpt- 
‘ing to justify these brethren in their inconsistent mea- 
sures, we must give them up to the bnifetings of satan, 
that they may learn not to blaspheme, and that their 
spirits may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus; nor 
| will we lift a hand to ward offthe blows which exas- 
perated orthodoxy aims with a vengeance at their du- 
plicity. 

How our writer and his orthodox phalanx will be 


| 


These people pay their heavy taxes out of their hard ; able to reclaim those deserters, of whom he complains 


-arnings to this minister for what gives them nothing 
but disgust and yp. 3 and this they pay without mur- 
muring. But they humbly entreat their minister to 
exchange, with a clergyman whom they have a desire 
‘ohear. What now? Is there the least condescention 
s © - 3 . aes oe a’ : alte ’ P 
in this “* legate of the skies?”’ No, he tells them that 
they have noright to ask such a favor; that he is 
‘he sole judge of what they ought to hear and what 
they ought to believe ; that it is his duty, most gra- 


ciously. to set before them the ever biessed decrees of 


eternal damnation for Adam’s sin, decrees which were 
dutv to eat such food and to thank God and bim for 
the favor! But this writer seems to have an evil in 
his eye that goes rather further than mere entreaty. 
fle supposes that some, influential men, some where 


have held cat the idea that they will not pay to the: 


support of a minister whose doctrine they do not be- 
lieve, unless this minister will condescend so much as, 
now and then, to exchange with one whose doctrine 
they do believe. Well, if common sense has any right 
to judge in this case, we humbly beg to know ifa man 
may not be allowed to pay his money to whom he 
pleases? And if candor may be indulged, will it not 
ask this writer whether he is willing to contend that 
people?who believe that Unitarianism and Universal- 
ism are equally false, and daugerous to the temporal 
and eternal interests of men, ought to pay their money 
to support the preaching of these doctrines? But who 
is so stupidly blind as not to see, that it is just as un- 
reasonable to require Unitariavs and Universalists to 


massed before Adam was created, and that it is their 


} 
| for yielding to the wishes of liberal peopie so much as 


,to exchange with Unitarian preachers, though solely 


ifor the purpose of saving their salaries, without the | 
i 7 ° ’ 
‘fear of damnation, we do not know. That some such! 


‘instances have happened, there are good reasons for 
believing; onc if Unitarians sacrifice consistency and 
propriety jor the sake of some of the ribbons with 
which the mother of harlots decorates her daughters, 
why may not ortuodox ministers pay the same price 
for a little of the mammon of unrighteousness, that 
_they may be secured in comfortable habitations? 

The deplorable persecutions, which this writer 
secms to anticipate for his brethren in the ministry, 
may, by them, be contemplated as realities, and as 
sure indications of their having lived godly in Christ 

‘Jesus; but to candid people, who know their history. 
and the persecutions which that order of clergy have 
practised on far better people than themselves, his cry- 
ing out about persecutions is ridiculous. The persecu- 

tions, and al] the persecutions which are treasured up 
in the vials of heaven for this ungodly combination of 
merchants in the wares of Mystery Babylon, 1s record- 
ed in Rev. xviii. 11. ‘* And the merchants of the 
earth shall weep and mourn over her; for so man 
buyeth their merchandicefany, more.” 

In our writer's pretentions, that the rejection of Uni- 
tarians and Universalists, by the orthodox, will remove 
the filth from the church, and separate tne vile from 
the precious, we discover that exclusive pharisaical 
spirit which in ancient times breathed forth the follow- 

ing language: ‘Stand by thyself, come not near to 


that this is the sole reason that they are not willing to | 


That they should not discover this trait of 
' 


hypocrisy can hardly be wondered at, for their’ 


4 





me; forl am holier than thou.” Of such a 


; $ used thi 
language, the Lord said, ** which eat swine's flesh id 
broth of abominable thiugs is in their vegse}s The 

bs we se 


are a smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the 
day.’ 

} Vv ¥. aa . 
Beloved reader, the writer of the foregoing remarks 
entertains a hope that our deluded brethren 
b] 


; who are 
contending with each othnr, 


ud : | | In A Way to expose each 
other's inconsistencies, will soon discover that pure re 
ligion consists entirely in love to God and in loy 


e to 
mankind. 


That the notion that a belief in endless 
punishment can in any degree promote such loye is ag 
“3 
corrupt an error as w: 

)e< I ‘ vas ever embraced by deluded 
man; and that all their strife is no better in the eyes 
| of the Saviour, than the strife of the disciples about 
| which should be greatest in the kingdom of heaven, 
| Let us watch and -pray, lest we enter into temptation 
H. B. 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 
| 


On Thursday last, by Rev. Mr. ‘Wisner, Mr, John 
Paticrson, to Miss lunice Wheelwright, formerly of 
} Wiscasset. 

On ‘Thursday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Frothine. 
jham, Mr. Francis ‘Tully, Jr. to Miss Lucinda Gowin. 
By Kev. Mr. Ware, Mir.“ James Cook, to Miss Fliza. 
| beth Smith. by Rev. Dr. Lowell, Col. Russell Jar- 
| vis, ( ounsellor at Law, to Miss Sarah Elizabeth Cor 
dis, daughter of Thomas Cordis, Esq. 


On friday evening, by Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr, 
ITumphrey WW. smith. to Miss \gnis W. Simonds, 
ea Si Sunday evening, by Kev. Mr. Parkman, Mr. 


. : assttasy evve 
things. ‘The wise man says, * there is not a just man 
tpon earth, that doeth good and sinneth not.” There 
in hoKers map oUAantp eo. brtuns-oy hoes ‘vaniel 
joharp, Mr. John Perkins Lreptiss, to Miss Sophia 
|G ru.d. 

In Seituate, by Rev. Mr. Whittemore, Nir. Freeman 
uivow, to Miss ilannab IP. Curtis, both of Hanover. 


On Saturday morning. blizebeth Newcom), young- 


' 

| DIED IN THIS CITY, 

| t2 

fest daughter of Sir. “amuel brown, aged o months. 

On Nionuday evening, ileury Simonds, aged 17, son 

of William Simonds. 
On Monday suing, Francis Maria, daughter of 

Mr. Parker H. and Sirs. Hannah Pierce, aged “six 

months. 

| In Gloucester, 2ist inst. much lamented bya nu- 

}merous family, ‘lr. Moses Wheeler, aged 0% years, a 

| firm believer im Universal Salvation, of which he often 

spoke with confidence. 
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AND for Sale at this Office, MINUTES ofa DIS- 
CLSSION on the QUESTION * Is the punishment af 
the wicked abseiutely cierna! ? or is it only a tempora 
punishment in this world, for their good, and to be suc 
ceeded by elernal happiness 2? Vetween Rev. ABNER 
KNEELAND, AND Puy. W. L. MACALLA, at the first 
ludependent Church of Christ, called Universalist, in 
Lombard-street, Philadelphia.—In 6 Nos. at $1,50. 

Also, a SERIES of LETTERS in DEFENCE of DI- 
VINE REVELATION. Between IH. Banou aud 4. 
KNEELAND.—Price £1. 
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Just received and for sale at this Office, Memos 
of General LA FAYETTE, with an account of e 
visit to America, aid of his reception by the people 0 
the United States, from his arrival August 15th, to the 
celebration at Yortown Oct. 19th, 1824. Price $1. 
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